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Tony has recently sent me two very· interesting letters, giving me his views and a 
theory. First rH� stresses that h� ne lo:1ger !1as any connection with Erik Beckjord. 

Erik had access to some of his photographs fbr a short ·whil�, and· that was all. 
Tony then goes .:.;n, "As far a� my recent Irish pictures ?-re concerned • • •  yes, they 
turned out to be disappointing, and l'rri making no clnims for them. I had hoped to 
borrow. a telephoto lens in Kerr'}'·, but the fitting turned ·out to be wrong. 3ad 
advance· planning and lack of . furids · <=lgain. The objects in them are not' 
necessarily 'monsters' .. they could be:·noatine lumps of gas-filled turf,- tr�e trunks, 
or even large fish. I ·don't really know whiit they are, but I was very. excitecr when 
I snapped them. Since then I ·have viewed the- pictures in · a more sober light • ·�' • 
in every sense of the phrase!" Tony then says that ·after -studying the .. mass of 
eye-witness reports and other people's films· and photographs, along· viith his own 
1977 picture�, he has .come up· with a cautious or provisional identification of the 
animals. He· points out that .vhile in the company of David. Clarke of "Cornish 
Life" magazine� he photographed �:1argawr ·in Novem_ ..... er9 1976 and he is convinced. 
that the· .sea-s�rpent · is closely related· to lake monsters such as 1-.Jessie. · The 
conclusion he has arrived at is that the crec .. tures are. most likely to be some !<ind 
of giant col�oid cephalopod .. · a � urnp-backed beast with ,_:. long retractile proboscis. 
The humps· are inflatable, a .chain of gas-fi.lled cartila6i:�o:1S cavities whi.d1 act as 
a buoyancy mechanism.. This sort of thing -is found in ·various cephalopods. The 
proboscis� usually misidentified as the anirnal's neck. and hee:d� ·is similar to an 
elephant 's trunk in many ways. This flexible organ;-- with its toothed ·mouth' 
breaks down food \Vitb salivery. enzymes. (;�any. decapods .do . this, including the 
giant squid , Architeutnis, the larval form of which (once known as Rhynoteuthis 
and regarded as a separate species) has two two long tentacles joined together in . 

tlv� forr.1 of a trunk-like . spout. �·Jch an . animal •• which Tony has tentatively 
named the elephant .squid .. could· e.::1sily appear l Jessie--Iike and does not contradict 
any of the basic rules of cephalope.:f morphology • . E.lephanteut'his {!) would be able, 
with the ai..-( of its jet propulsion funnel� or hyponome, to travel at· fairly ·high 
speeds in any direction. The numb�r of humps could be changed at 'Nill. The 
creature would be �ble to change colour, quite dramatically, with the aid of 
pigment cells kn��nvn �s chr.oma tophores. It vJculd ·sven be able to come :.1shore for 
short periods, as octopuses .are sometimes ·known to de {Frank Lane, in his 
fascinating book1 ·t�:ingdom ')f the Octopus1:s quotes several stories from zoologists· 
and marine biologists ab�ut wardering· terrestrial 'c�phalopods)o So you se�� says 
Tony, he is attempting to describe an animal v1hich fits in v�ith a great deal of 
what used to seem llke contradictory evidence� 'from Loch, 1 Jess and elsewhere. 
The main problem . with his hypothesis is that no one has .. ever discovered a 
freshwater cephalopod (though, as well as coming ashore� some cephaJcpoJs live in 
brackish esturine conditions).. 

· 

-;·cny is assuming that th� el;;phant-$qu1d1 lik� so many �f it!J molluscat' cousins, 
has adapt�d to the freshw�t.er 'the chloride cells of its gills ·may wor! · as either 
salt secreting or salt ab'sorbing · organ·s, for example)o • in fact, it is quite possible 
that the creature can move quite freely fro.:-n salt to freshwater. It is n otsuch a 
wild idea, and many other a�i-,1als- can do this 'salmon and eels for instance , as 
part of the ... breeding process). Tony · thin;�s that his ;-·h0tcpgraphs of f.Iessie show 
the seni-�xtended proboscis of the creature. The pale rounded object, wh�ch 
seems to · b0 .. floating py the 'base' .of this proboscis1 ;may actuc:lly pe ;:-�.�:·� vi the 
right .eye of the animal, or a light-sensy.ry palp� lil,..e. an eye Qn a stalk, Similar to 
the rounded organs of Tullimonstrum, \Vhich Tony .thinks may have been a mollusc 

rath6r than . a ..vormo . ·!..;; also thinks .that Dr. r· ichardson'� ideas concerning 
the '�-ully'. -�·1c nster ' were close_r to the truth than some o{ Ted Holiday1s. , 
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(Read 11The Great Orm of Loch Nessd FoVfo!-loliday _· ip)o '8 ichardson thought the 
so-c2.lkd �'2k was i.. fact a toothed prct�scls. t.1at the rounded appendages were 
eyes, anu that tr.·� Ci"e2tures 'mo1..•:; 1' ·.Has :.-I �;.l::;:��-=-! i!'! t�1C: '·� :::st' are&. Tlds implies a 
mollusc� and t .. c lc ..... :: ... ::-h�o�d +�.: • r -� ;.:: .. :-,,:. = .. . :;..! i � ·.·-=-•) :� • .:-�. t!--::7� fip;·,;,�� -!.ail of a squido 
In his opinio.1 th:::: .!. 97 5 pie I Ir(-5 taken ";._;y · .• ines a.n ... · :=o said to show th� 'long neck and 
fro t por·do;!7 of th::; ::...vch � Jc:>ss L�o:1s�er� c:-:·cua.lly 3i-,O"iS the craature upside dow ·� with 
its proboscis ext-�n::.ied, the t vo so-called 7fl.pp-�rs' are t 1e ey "'S or sensory palps. The 
�-� ines 'flipp �r pix' of . 972 may s. o v ·n-._ cf the c�t,:; 'arms; (that is� the· bas;,; of one 
of thes� arms) of his speculative cepha ·a pod, ·Ie has seen cuttlefish with sim�lar 
sha!;)eo outer 'arms', and th(; .t' iftes·· .pictures do· ·nC>t show the 1tip' of ·the .'flipper'. o 
hov.;ever> Tony is more inclined to thi-k .that the pictdres ar-e really some kind of fiS.1y 
fin. Tohy's· speculativ e 'e:lephantsquid1 would' ·se·errf' to cover· most. of the requirements 
for an all ro·und id�al· Loo I.Jess }iionster 3 ·or seai:.s_erp-ent whiG'h Tony feels is a close 
marine :_reic\t�y� • .  ··Jeither do es it �ecm_ any nor:� iinRosstble� !rem a ·zoological ·�point of. 
view� than .. _many _of· t!1e othe.r suggestions put 'forwardo � ·Its v�rious components are to· 
be seen in liying molluscs, anq as Tony · points, out you can add or subtract these 
component� to syit. your_ 'ideal' ·of a mollusc l.Je'ssfe ! · . Tony· does _,o ... totally reject 
other candidates:. out of. hand, but he does find objections to. 'them� for example� the 
long necked pinnipcri -theory • . bfnrilp�ps come_-:?-sr1ore v�ry often� often in: large groups 
for breeding, t�ey also like to bask._vihen. t' �y. do, our water. mons�·�rs oJ;>viotJsly �0 10t 
do either • . 

Gia1 t l)�W�S · haye hG::n sug·gest.;:;d ·:is a'fi. rinSW(�r�. but they c·ould f.l<?t t1av� 
originated, in; the �ea, as � ,cssie·· must haye doen1· be_Cal se of the Osm_o-sis. problem in 
amphibians� . Tony say_s �.that Eoy U�ackai � .... hoo�e_s to t::.:-;--;-1- :: �lind eye to ··the Nessie/sea 
serpent relationship� Ttr principal objecti61. that. Tony :c9p s·ee 

. 
to his cephalopod is 

t. at r;tone are known to live in .fresh w�:r��r > bt,Jt h1any astropod� �o�. a�G he. is allowing' 
his monst·"r some g�tropod attributes� _ In an�( case,. -th --re )s no\v reason \vhy. a 
cephalopod· s_houlo -·no�.-have adp.pte� .. to fre.sh. wat".:d· .. 'Tony also· gave his views· �n recent 
happenings _at the _locho de ��ys, . . �1The!·e �e-cms to 'b� some-.- kin'�. of 7depr�ssion' 
connected with recent work at Loc;h f�ess • . A_ lot Cif in· iesfigators seem tp have given 
up1 lost their enthsiasm, or decided 1:hat �t· �s 'all �- load _of n'ons�nce after ·allo Much of 
the 'classic.' �vid �nee�. such as. the Gray� \'lilson," $tuart "cind M·acnp.b photogr�phs,. is n� 
regarded ?-S ''1ighly suspect'. o � though no solid. reasons· .·are giv'en. P .. onald Binns has 
tried to. put a , damp�r on the prqceedings fhe ·ffi·ak�s "so ne· valid point� but goes way 
'over the _top' in order· to- promote his ideas'. and� it ··must ·�e said�, to s �-u !-1is book)o o .• 
and h�s ··tt ·inking smac_ks of sour grap�so , ·. 

· · -· { 

T1 e same could be said; even, of Aidrian Shine who · no\0.{ appears to trust nobody's 
results but ·.his own. This is a great pity and is··likely. ·to inhibit gei':luine investigative 
progre·sso . '\L-L aspects- of :the b �astie� n_o· matter how>bizarre and in1possible-seeming, 
should be considered and iav "'sti�a:ted. · Tnere is� ·;;ithout doubt� ·something very strange 
in Loch es·s·· and sooner' or lat _;r it v1ill be identifiedo It t:ould happen ·�omorrow or 
years ·from now� but it WI�L happ�!i -and w·e: must all maintain our interest in the 
subject1 avoid too much of the nasty b�ck-biting and 'monster politics' .whi�h has spoilt 
a lot of the recent inv�stigations, and 'ail try tp co-operate with- each other· as much 
as humanly· possibles o o otherwise, that· import�·nt moment of genuin,e disc·overy wil� be 
unnecessarily· d0l�ycdo I d n't like preachir'lg in·. this� way; Rip7 but· there is· so much 
depressi .g in-f�ghting· in the .onster-huntin gam2 thesB days.;1 -H.e finish s by 
referring to I·JIS 60� in ·which a possible sighting by firemen �ctending. :a .fire on .-D6res-' 
beach was reported. Tony found this very interesting in connecti0n" Vvith .his 'c.lephan" 
squid' theory1 especially ··he· point that tf:le animal ma.y have been attracted by �he 
firelighto He says that ·cephaiop· -ds are known to, J.!Se diff.e�ent �o_rms of pqwerfuJ. 
biolumen. essenceo .Lan� . suggests that. the a .. ica-ls. :n -y' \..S;e the lights to help . them. 
locate each other, they could be d_istress signgls � or�- source of sex ., ttractiqn? o� 
some other sort of commun.ic ':l tion •. Possibly· ev�p mor"· )nterestir"P ��·--� ;.. 'oupl"=_ of 
stories ·quoted .in Lane's books· about-. dc;topuses, ·ashore, c:r�wling towards. and rig�t 
through bonfires, as if immune to paino .-_P.oy Campbell st�tGd that he had known of 
cephd.lopods crawling throttgh beac::h fires r-at 1er th�.n · round ·them.!. ·Extremely .odd 
behaviour, -but it · could be significant� do the animals, at night,? r-mistake the flickering 
flames· for flashes of .luminescence from ··one- of their ·own kind? Tony .. \¥onders if. �here 
are any r�ports about t ·Jossie emitting light- ? 

. • : · . .. 
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Lionel who is 84 not out, a:; l:e puts i·;., :1as one: of the early L!· H me:-nbers, has written 
with som randc:-ri th01..�ghts, per. ilps -�:·ig��er·.::d by th:.. ter.tr y--�r o·<: 1 ·HS. ,he wrote, "It 
is now more thar: 60 y ::.2.. s w;:50 sine i c:::--.;_: across ·-:-.y first. 12)'2 witn�ss, so I have had 
more tim::. t'12:.1 m st r� .. .!•1 ... o ti:in:� _) ··�·� t:· . .:; �::-·:bl qs vf l2:�e m0nsters. I was trout 
fishing at th · time un I...c..u�:1 C-· _r� i-:. f1c Cut.;:-:�/ oi. �cn•�J;-:1.1 · v··y:, t�--. ... boatman told me 
how he had once see what l called a 7ater .Hors;.:;. 'fhc:: ��scription� 'Nh:ch I can still 
cle.-:�rly r·::.m2mber � soL.ndcd liK· r Jessie� o ly ver / muc:. smaHero f L10tl er 'ocal resident 
spoke of having once se ::>n what 1e described as th � 'K 'np of f .e Otters' swimming 
across the lakeo So some forty years later, when I car:Je to Loch I-J��ss · o join(. the 
first Ll �I expedition in 1962, was interested to learn that the local nam1::! for l·,Jessie 
in Gaelic also mear t t�1e ·,Ja· .. .  I lorsc.:. JUbseque tly I spent Cl fortnight eac:. summer 
with the (;Xpe ition on Loch 1 Jess until 1968o uuring -:-hc.t ti::1e I net more witn�ss�s 
t;1an I can remc n er, including - visitor from Co.nadn who h8.d lived near Lak 
Okanagan. In his own words ._ ,, entio �d his eYp�rienc�� 11c:.tt first 1 t 1ought it was a 
log� but :vhen I see a log stan · up on end a.nd viggle itself - .-' en I kno .v thats no 
ordinary log!"o ''In 1963 l was standing at a ca.mera �ite op:?osite Foy- rs� when I 
noticed 2. dark se i-v�tal s; aped object moving .. Jo vly o� the surface about 70 yards 
away$ but by tl e tirT1e I hc.d c.-' justed the ea�. er2.� it 11ad disappeared. Incident y 1 two 
other members oi the same expedi,..io:-1 repcrt·�;d on other occasions of having se en the 
same p 1enomenon. --·hen in 1965� we r=ceiv,....d a report fro.. the InlanJ Fisheries in 
Dub'in, about a si ·1hti. g in Lough �? .. ec made by ... hree JUbli11 priests on .... .cishing 
holiday1 saying that t 1c.y be!ievod it to e g_nui e. 
So la ... cr th- t year I went over to fj bli 1 to intervi�w them, and th-e · gave ·ne a most 
descriptive �ccount:t incl ·dins::t a sketch o. c :.Jf ti··.c::; hD.d o2nci led at the time. It 
soul ded very like H ss· e$ 2xccpt in size for it was v;:;:}' rauch small�ro ��-h(::n 1 W[;;; t to 
the 7 -o.st i:1 Connemc.ra where . ore sightings of 2. sitr.i�::.lr r�at .... r-�: ;::...�: · . .:-..:n reported. 
During the next three ye;:)rs I eo tinued i 1vestiaation t' .ere- <J.i�td was joined by three 
oth(.;r members of Il Hs notably the late ·red �-loliday� Ivor hJewby and Hol1y Arnold. 
Some of our findings were more than extraordinJ.ry, and included e..n account of how a 
carcase ha once been found! ?/he· we 2.sked what b�came of it we were told that it 
had simply 'melted away'. ·'his sounds rat!· er like an enactment of :; insteln's f2.mous 
equation in revers - the cot vcrting of fl'iass into �.:nergy!! P full description of our 
experiences can be found in 'The .... rag on a.nd the Disc"7 by -:::..�:ifo '-ioliday. r should also 
like to dra\! attention to Cl very interesting u.ccou- t contained in "The Search for 
Uoru.g11 by Elizabeth [ t,ontgomery Camp bell� which describes the experiences of a 
Britis 1 ship's Captain navigating t .e river S' .an on ir, 1922. �-;/hen passing through the 
City of Limerick ' e noticed cro 1ds of pe plc:� the rAason for their curiosity eing the 
appearance of a long-necked monster� like t--Jessieo It tur :::d round 2.nd 1eaded bad' 
to the s a. ·.�.his account by the lc:tte Captc in I·)'ugh Sh&\4 is now in the c...rchives of the 
National .. ,j_aritime I\�useum in �reenwicho Finally, in 1981 I sot in touch with Lr.Bob 
!? ines head of the America. i\cade ny of Applied Sciences in Boston� ::1 non-profit 
ma·,ina orgu.nisation, tha.t had alrc:1dy J.chieved som"' r.2mv.rkabl·2 results on I.,och l'Jess. 
1 e studied the evid...:nce and decided to crg.::.nisc s.:1 ·�xpedlticn to carry ·�Ut a sid·�-scan 
sonar survey on Loug!; Derg in 1982o Tni is r,ot t e sa ne Lough D�rg as I mentioned 
earlier, but a lake lnrg:::.r than 1 1ess in h1e Sout'1 of Ir.:=land.. Th' epth does not 
exceed 160 feet and the water· is comparatively clear. I went ahtad to make local 
arrangements and in October the survey began. A 'target; not less than 5 fc:et in width 
from top to bottom w s recorded on the screen of the sonar equipme· 1to that was all� 
but there is still a ·..vid., fi2ld open for further inv:::stig�tion in these waters. The Loch 
lJess f./onster is not an isolated creature o..: its kind J.S phenomena of the sama nature 
have been report -d from r�Ilor� r 1 Ca.nnda, Irelandll Swed =·n, Pa tagonia and Siberiao But 
although photos and fil'Tls · 2.ve een secured, as well as sonar recordings� no tangible 
evidence has ever been found. \V" do not know hew ��:-l:::y feed or breed, or anything 
about their lif�style or ecology. It may seem questio:;�·:�l.: ·:1hether they can be classed 
as animals c.t all, or are they to be considered as creatures on the �ringc? "At all 
tl � boundaries of science wc. come up w.g."1inst vvhat ar2 probably th � inh··"rent 
limitations of human und rstanding. It the ed0e of bilcg/ we mee-'- the chasm between 
what science describes c.nd w -�.;.. t the mind ::.xperi�nces.:• (Sir Cyril ��linshelwood, 
Presidential address to writish associc.tionp c::-ntitled 'Science & Scientists' � 'The uivine 
Flamet by Sir Alister Hardy, Collins). 
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One cannot ignore the; n: ass of ..;;vid.=nce that has accumulated� but to ccept f1em 
mear.s offending ordinary commonsense. ...'�O ·  it . 2.mounts to c paradox. How paradoxes 
. re not admis ub!e A.ccordf g to t>�::; ()'rt-c ;. ted '!::::vv� ""�I r Je·�;.;ton, on 'Nhic[l our every day 
impressions of  lfe aro'-!)d us sti!! u�� ; , d, ·x;t l:-: S·�� -�tc· ml� F' hysL.s, which is foun l.ed 
on :instei:1, certai pc-�i·�do,�-35 do occu�·. ·�'!le ir�-.;::;.:tionc::..l b\..: . :avi:our of the eh::ctrons 
circling the nucleus of c:.n a to:n is c.r.� ex:J.r.lpl2 c.n� ' l.J. t ·- r :-��benberg spoke of '·he 
'unpredictabi ity of IJ�odern fY-lysics'. 0o"·;-_ t:1.::se coar2:.c.:·eristics see. typical of 
f .Jossi.e. 

So it may now be wondered wh::ther r:1odcrn L:oology, as it is -know ·�oduy� is really 
su fficien · enough in itself to :.xplait so m� of the phenomena in question, or w; · ther it 
is . rather like -�xpE:c·'"ing to solv� some of th-.::. p roblems of �>:2le1tivity by m -� i s of simple 
sci oolboy arithr:1etic ! � .. 1h-ere i'"' n w ='- branch of science known ns 2icphysics:� based 
on f./3odern Physics, which il r'2 cent years has ''•een :::. .)le to solve certai . phenomena in 
the i./edical ·;vorld that wt:re p revi usly ·n xplai. �d� s it · m :ty one -!uy ' elp us solve 
some of tne problems connected wi.th l2.ke monsterst 5o ne inter'::sti· ··6 ..::o·�nments from 
Lionel� Nho has bec;n involv�d with ti ::;; 1ystery longer th:u1 most. 

i!Jrs.U:acDougall of 7he Foyers ·· -:ot�l, seni: a newsp?p2r cutting fro n th2 Press and 
Journal. It r�ports t: at a data proc ssor from �!c.ckpool L to u.ttc-mpt to catcl- on -.:. of 
the Loch r�,=ss � :1imals. 3tephen Nhittle , 'Nho is 25; says thi:l·!· it is � serious e. tten pt to 
do so �thing Le 1Y' S w�nted to do for y _ars. de intes s to us·2... 2.n Ll.luminium �age 
measuring 7 fe8 .... x 20 f .· i: x · 25 fe :::.t, bai'' ed with live salmon. It · will be moor·�_,d 
offshore somL f"ve mi ,_:,s from Fort '.ugustus on the sout side of the loch� · this will be 
somew 1ere near the :· 'orseshoe · �ere .::.. r·,�ro·�::rhittk: says t" 1at if ; · · oes cage an animal 
it will b kept for ..... s t.�hort c. time as possible, while p· l�y··ographs tc. 2.re tak�n. It will 
then b =- released� hopefully unharmed. 1· -lo dates -� re given but he did visit toe loch· in 
mid P prilo 

t,Jlc member, ivHss Vale rie ::;mith is looking for n . comp2.nion for a trip to the loch. 3he 
gives no particular ..... a ... · , but expects to r ave just a week to spare, she is 23 years of 
age and does not mi. wh::.ther th� contc:ct is male or female. i -�e::r address is, · Flat 8� 
P ivcrside ourt� Ccversha.m, �<. =-ading� B rks �{G4 8ALo 

Two more le:ttcrs to i- a.nd. Firs·i: from Su and Alastair Boyd t0ey ·\l·iill be back at 
Strone from 22nd. July until J. 8th.August, almost four w·eeks, their long��st ·stay at . the 
lochside. '":'4hen a new rnemb · r Ulrich 11J�c.gin from Germany wrote an interesting

. 
letter. 

He did not give v..ny ·d.:1tes but hopes to · c-vlsit tl e loch t. is season. >le has b-een four 
times b fore as well as vis:.ting ::. , .u; 1bcr of otl er monster locations. I will carry more 
from these lett<:>rs in the; 1ext r J cssl-cttor. 

That is a! for now. '<'our . n ·"' .VS 0.11 ' vic:ws ::.r "' ah ays n(;!ededl' pl<:: :::.st'! keep . sending 
fJ �ry1bmy address. is __ � •:<_.K<..HE PL ':: , HU JT:)I...:�I.CLuFOR fJ �  STo�O'. NS c�:...IAPEL, 

· ui :! P AUCK Al\Ju� CO. DU1:- I Af·.tl LL 1 3  l )Q. 'Ji':cL:P··.-lOHE� WEAP DALE (0388) 
537359. 

Subscription� 
United :<ingdom 
U5h ,."c Can da 

f;.2.50 
�;9 .. 0 


