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VIESS INFORUATION JLQ‘/{CE

' DOC' SHIELS

Tony has recently sent me two very 1nterest1ng letters, giving me his views and a
theory. First h2 stresses that be nc longer has any connection with Erik Beckjord.
Erik had access tc some of his photographs for a short ‘while, and that was all,
Tony then goes un, "As far as my recent Irish pictures are concerned. .. yes, they
turned out to be dlsapoontmg, and I'm making no claims for them. 1 had hoped to
borrow a telephoto lens in Xerry, but the fitting turned cut to be wrong. 3ad
advance planning and lack of funds again. ‘i»‘he cbjects in them are not
necessarily 'monsters's they could be-floating lumps of gas-filled turf, tree trunks,
or even large fish. I-don't really know what they are, but I was very excited when
I snappad them. Since then I have viewed the mctures in a more sober light ...
in every sense of the phrase!" Tony then says that after -studving the--mass of
eye-witness reports and other people's films and photographs, along with his own
1977 pictures, ne has come up with a cautious or provisional identification of the
animals. Hﬁpoints out that while in the company of David Clarke of ""Cornish
Life" magazine; he pnotograohed tiargawr in tdoverber, 1976 and he is convinced
that the sea-sernent is closely related to lake monsters such as idessie. The
conclusion he has arrived at is that the crestures are mcst likely to be some kind
of giant coleoid cephalopod. a humnp-backed beast with . lang retractile proboscis.
The humps -are inflatable, a chain of gas-filled car ’aiacym i3 cavities whizh act as
a buoyancy mechanisni, This sort of thing is iound in various ¢ephalopods. The
proboscis, usually misidentified as the animal's neck and head; -is similar to an
elephant's trunk in many ways. This flexibie organ, with its ™oothed mouth’
breaks down food with salivery enzymes. {sany decapods do this, including the
giant squid, Architeutnis, the larval form of which ‘once known as Xhynoteuthis
and regarded as a separate species) has two twc long tentacies joined together in
the form of a trunk-iike spout. Jiich an animal. which Tony has tentatively
named the elephant squid. couid cusily appear ilessie-like and does not contradict
any of the basic rules of cephaloped morphology. Zlephantauthis {1) would be able,
with the ald of its jet propulsion funn=2l, or hyponome, to travel at fairly high
speeds in any direction. The number of humps could be changed at will. The
creature ‘would bDe able to change colour, quite dramatically, with the aid of
pigment cells known as chromatophores. It would zven be aole to ccme ashore for
short periods, as octopuses arc sometimes known to de {Frank Lane, in his
fascinating booi, ' 1.wdo.n sf the Tctopus”; quotes se‘veral stories from zcologists’
and marine biologists absut wandering terrestrial ‘caphalopcds). So ysu see; says
Tony, oe is attc.mptlm to describe an animal which 111., in with a great deal of
what used to seem like contradictory evidence; from Luch, iless and elsewhere.
The main problem with his hypothesis is that nc one has ever discovered a
freshwater cephalopod {though, as well as coming ashore, some cephalcpods iive in

brackish esturine ccn(’moﬁs,.
Jony is assuming that the elephant-squid, like so many sf its moiluscai cousins,
has adapied to the freshwater {the chlioride cells of its gills may worlk as either
salt secreting or salt absorbing organs, for examplc). . in fact, it is quite possible
that the creature can move quite freely from salt to freshwater., It is notsuch a
wild idea, and many other a'umals can do this {salmon and ecls for mstance, as
part of the breedirz process;, Tony thinis that his photspgraphs of fessie show
the semi-extended proboscis of the creature. 7ihe pale rounded object, which
seems to b floating by the base'.of this proboscis, may aciually be o0t of the
right eye of the animal, or a light-sensory palp, like an eye on a stalk, Similar ts
the rounded organs of {ullirnonstrum, which Tony thinks may have been a mollusc
rather than a worm. .le also thinks that OUr. Hichardson's ideas concerning

the '"Tully' llcnster' were closer to the truth than some of Ted Holiday's.
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(icad "The Great Orm of Loch Mess” F.Wiloliday Ripj. Richardson thought the
so-czlled neck was in fact a tceothed precboscis, that the rounded rxr)pwndc.ges were
eyes, and that thz creatures 'moutli' was sizuzted in the wh ~st' arca. This implies a
mollusc, and the le-~f.chacad +ai' 7 & .—;_L.r.l feovery Lo the finnnd :ail of a ‘squid.
In his cpinion the 1575 pictures taken oy <ines and Co saia to show the | fong neck and
front portion' of ihe I Loch tless Lionsier, actuaily shows the creaturs upside dowx y, With
its probeoscis extsnued, the two so-called *lippers' are the eyes or seusory palps. The
Rines Elipp:r pix’ cf 1972 mey show one of the cuter ‘arms’ {that is, the bas2 of one
of these arm) of his spcculdtw;. cephaloped. Ifc has seen "uttlbusr\ with similar
shape:d  outer ‘arms', and the itines pictdres do not shéw the tip' of the ‘ﬂlpper. .
hewszver, Tony is more inclined t¢ think that the bictdres aré really some kind of fishy
fin. Tony's spc.\.t.laﬂv\. _l»gnantsquxd' would' seéem to cover most of the rbqulremeﬂts
for an all round ideal Locih [less onn.,ter, or seassgrpent which Yony ieels is a close
marine relative, [leither does it seem any more impo sswk, frcm a zoological point of
view, than many of the other suggesnons put forward.’ its various components are to
be seen in living mo*xus\_s, and as Tony points out yvu can aad or subiract these
components io suu. your ‘ideal’ -of a meliusc WNessie |- Teny: does not totally reject
other candidates out c¢f hand, but he does find cbjections to them, for example; the
long necked pinniped -théory, § mmpeds come “ashore very ofien, often in’ *arcu groups
for breedmg, they also like to bask when they do, our water monsters obviously do not
do either. Giant newts have been suggested as an answer, but they could not have
originated in. the sea,; as NLSSI\. raust have doen, because of the osmosis problem in
araphibians. .Tony says . ‘that Xoy liackal chooses 0 __m . blind eye to the I‘Jeosi;,/sea
serpent relationship. The principal objection that. 1 Tony.Zan see to his "epnalopoo is
that aone are known to live in fresh water, but many § astrcpods do, anc ne.is allowing
his monster some gastropod attributes.  In any case, there s now reason why a
CLphalopod should not have adapted to fresh watet. Tony also 5ave his views on recent
happenings at the loch¢ ife says, "There seems to ‘be some” kind of ’depr\.sswn
connected with recent work at Loch [icss., A lot of m"estzgatora seem to have given
up, lost their enthsiasm, or decided that 1t is all a ioad o1 nonsence after all. iiuch of
the 'classic! evidence, such as. the Gray, yhlson, Stuart and kacnab photographs, is no
regarded as ‘highly suspectl . . though no solid reasons are given. Ronald 3inns has
tned tc. put a damper on the proceedmws (he ‘makes some valid pomt.; but goes way
'over the top' in order to promote his ideas and, it rnust b@ sa1d to sell his book;. o'b

and his thinking smacks oi sour grapes.

The same could be said, even, of Aidrian Shme whﬁ now appears to trust nobody's
resuits but his own._Th15 is a great pity and is-likely -to inhibit genuine investigative
progress, ALL aspects of -the beastie, nc'matter how: bizarre and impossible-seeming;
should be considered and investizated. There is; without doubt, something very strange
in Loch Ness and sooner or latcr it will be identifiesd. It could happen tomorrow or
years from now, but it WILL happeri -ané we' must all maintain our in‘fercst in the
subject, avoid too rauch of the nasty back-biting and 'mconster politics' which has spoiit
a lot of the recent investigations, and ‘all try t..l co-operate with- each ctier as much
as humanly possible. . . otherwise; thet-important moment oi genuine discevery will be
unnecessarily delaysd. 1 don't like przaching in this ‘'way; Rip, but there is so much
depressing in-fighting in the monster-hunting game thesc days.” tie finishes by
referring to INIS 60, in'which a possible sighting by firemen & *Mndmg a fire on Dores’
beacn was reported. Tony found this very interesting in connaction with his 'zlephant
squid' theory, especially thc’ point that the animal may have keen attracted by the
firelight. He says that cephalopods are known to use diiferent forms of powerfui
biolumen essence. Lane.suggests that the animals mav yse the lights to help them
locate each other, they could be disiress signals, or:a source of scx z.;ttractiqn, or
some other sort of communication.. Possibly even more interesting «i. o Ccouple of
stories quoted in Lane's boois,: about: octopuses, -ashore, crawiing towards and right
through bonfires, as if immune to pain. -foy Campbell stated that he had known of
cephalopods crawling threugh beach fires rather than round -them! Extremely odd
behaviour, but it cculd be significant, do the animals; at night;rmistake the flickering
flames: for flashes of luminescence from one of their -own kind? Tony. wonders if there
are any reports about Ilessie cmitting light 7
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LIOHEL LESLIE

Lionel whe is 8% nct out, as he puts it, was cnc of the ean" 8] mernbers, nas written
with some randem thoughts, peraaps trigoersd by sh, tenih year oi [NIS. tie wrote, "t

is now more than 60 years 35 omcv i Cari: acrdss o v first eye witness, so I have had

%]

more time than most o tinink over the probi emf ui iale mon siers. 1 was 1trout
;1snmg at the time on Lougn Taerg in tne County oi woenegal when the boatman itold me

how e had once secn what he called a ater forsc. The aescriptiony which 1 can still
clearly remmember, sounded like u::ssm, only very much smalier. /Another local resident
spoke of having oncc seen what he described as the 'Wing of tne Ttters' swimming
across the lake. 50 some forty years later, when I came to Loch [less o ioint the
first Lill expedition in 1962, I was intcrested to learn that the local name for llessie
in Geaelic also meant the “Jater Horse. uboequ ntly I spent o fortanight cach summer
with the cxpedition on Loch iiess until 1968, Turing ﬁ t time i raet more witnessas
tnan I can remember, including a2 visitor irom g’ma 2 who had lived near Lake

Okanaoan. In his own words he mentioned his expe nce; Mat ﬁrst I thought it was a
log, but when [ see a log stand up on end and '11001 self - then I know thats no
ordinary logl". "In ‘%3 i was standing at a camera site opposite Foyers; when |

noticed 2 dark semi-cval shaped object moving slowly on the surface abuu’ 70 yarde
away; but by the time I had adjusted the camere, it nad disappeared. Incidently, two
other members oi the same expedition repertaed on other sccasions of naving seen the

same phencmenon. Then in 196), we received a report from the inland F;sheries in
publin, about a sighting in Lough Res made by three Dublin priests on a fishing
noliday, saying that they b clievad it to be our‘umc

5o later that year I went over ic Lublin to interview the m, and thay gave me o most
descriptive account, including a sketch one of them had pencilled at the time, 1t
souncxcd very like Hessm, except in size for it was very raucn sma 41 2, Then [ want to
the West in Cennemara where more sightings of 2 sl Lar nature fod Loen raported,

During the next three years I continued investigation there and vas ioined by three
other members of illl; notably the fate Ted coliday; Ivor f“lcwby and Hclly Arnold,

Some of our findings were more than extraordinary, and included an account of how a
carcase had once been found! Vhen we asked what became of 1t we were told that it
had simply 'melted away'. This sounds rather like an enactment of Linstein's famous
equation in reverse - the cenverting of [ass into nergy!! A iull description of our
experiences can be found in "The Lragon and the Disc"; oy £.7. idoliday. I should also
like to draw attention to a very interesting account centained in "The Search ifor
lnorag" by CLlizabeth ldontgomery C;mpb’--ll which describes the experiences of a
British ship's Captain navigating the river Ghannon in 1922, ‘/hen passing through the
City of Limerick he noticed crowds of people; the reascn for their curiosity being the
appearance of a long-necked monster, like IMessie. It turned round and headed oac!\

o the sea. Ah.tS account uy the iate Captain i{ugh Shaw is now in the archives of the
National [faritime Museum in \_recnwn.n. rmauy, in 1981 I got in tioucn with a_,r.é'_-’;ob
Rines head of the American /icademy of Applied Sciences in Doston; 2 non-profit

makifw organisation, that had '-‘lre:uy achieved some remarkabls resulis on Loch [less,

ic *"dled the evidence and decidad to ¢ crganise an wxpediticn 1o carry out 2 side-scan
sonar survey on Lougn Derg in 1982, Tiis is not the same Lough Derg as I mentioned
carlier, but a lake larger than idess in tae Soutn of Irelund. The depth doezs not
exceed 160 iecet andg the water is comparatively clear, I went a2hcad o make local
arrangements and in October the survey began. A target’ not less than 5 fcet in widtn
from tep to bottom was recerded on the screen of the sonar cguipment. that was ally
but there is stili a wide ficld open for further invzstigation in these waters. The Locn
tless Iionster is not an isclated creature of its kind 2s phenomena of the same nature
have been reported from *’uiorar, Canadga, Ireland, ;’)Wedcn, Patagonia and Siberia. BDut
although photo.. and films have been secur"d as weli as sonar recoidings, no 'a.:).ngibl“
evidence has cver been found. Ve do not know hew '.'Z".;y feed or brced, or aiymmb
about their lifestyle or ecology. It may seem questionolic wynether they can be classed
as animals at all, or are they to be considered as creatures on tne iring2?  "At all
the bceundaries of science we come up g-mst what arz r‘“:bly “the inherent
limitations of human understanding, At the ﬂgw cf aucg/ wa mcet the chasm between
what science describes and vma.t the mind experizncass’  {Sir vyrll riinshelweod,
Presidential addiress to British association, entiiled 'Science & Scientists' @ 'The Dlvme
Flame' by Sir Alister Hardy, Collins). :



One cannot ignore the mass of cvidence that has accumulated, ut to accept them
means of;er.:’m* ordinary commonss nse. So- it anounts to & oaraaox. ilow paradoxes
are not acz.msmbla a ~cor\_mg 10 ine outwdnted laws o7 rigwton, ol 'Which our every day
impressions of life around us still der ;"w.d, o atemic Fhysics, wiich is founded

on Einstein, certain poaadoxes do cccur. The | '-»‘v'c=o:u; Jpnwmu‘ oi the electrons
circling the nucleus of zn atom is cne example, and iater Helsenverg spoiie of the
'unpi odh,tamhty of iiedern Physics', LCLL these cnaracieristics seem typical of
[Nessie,

So it may ncw De wondered wiztner modern Zoology, as it is know today, is really
sufiicient enough in itsclf to explain some of the phenomena in question, or whether it
is rather like expecting to solve some of the problcn‘s of elativity by means of simple
schoolboy arithmetic ! There s now o branch of science knewn as Zicphysics, based
oM L/ odern Physics, which in racent yzars has been zble La sclve certain phenomena in
the ldedical World that were previously uiexplained; so it may one day help us solve
some of ine p;oblcn‘*s cennected with lake monsters.” Some interesting coraments from
Lionel; who nas been involved with tiic mystery longer than most.

PLANS FOR 1934

virsdlacoouzall of The Foyers rlot2l, sent a newspaper cutting frem the Press ana
Journal. It reports that a data processor irom lackpool is to ut.m pt to catch one of
the Loch idess animals. Stepnen Whittle, who is 25, says that it is o serious attenmpt o
do something he has wanted to do for years. iie intends to us:2 "n aluminium cage
measuring 70 fzet X 20 icet x 25 ieet, baited .Vltl. live salmon. will be muorﬂ
oifshore some five miles from Fort Augustus on the south side of thc loch,' this will be
somewhere near the ciorseshos Screc. [irdlhittle says that if he does cage an animal
it will be kept for cs short a time as possible; while phoiographs etc. are teken. it will
then be releasad, hopefully unharined. ifc dates are given but ne did visit tne loch in
mia April.
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IS member, rhiss Valerie Smith is looking for @ . companion for a trip to the > loch. Ghe
gives no particuler da'tg, out expects to nave just 2 week to sparg, she is 23 years of
age and does not mind whether the contact is male or female, wer address is, rlat g,
Riverside Court, Caversham, <eading, terks XG4 3AL.

Twe more letters to nand.  First from Sue and Alastair Boyd they will be back at
Strone Zrom 22nd. July until 18th.August, almost four weeks, their longaest stay at the
lochside. Then a new member Ulrich liagin from Germany wrote an interesting letter.
He did not give any dates but hopes to re-visit the loch this season, e nas been four
times before as well as visiting 2 number of other monster locations. I will carry more
from these letters in the next Hlessletter.

That is all for now. Your. news ond views cre always nceded, p1u=‘».5c kecp sending
m\‘m%‘my address is ¢ KRWRLEPPLE, FUNTOGHIZLDFORD, ST.oOrills CHAPEL,

2o /"xe_,z\L/"’xl"u CGO. DUl HA DL12 ka{. n_L.._.P ‘1011”“ WEARDALE (0338)
537259.
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